
 
 

Articulating Alienation. The History and Experience of Subsumption in Rural Kigoma, Tanzania.  

Our second Autumn 2023 webinar showcasing Swedish land rights research will comprise a presentation by Karolina Wallin 

Fernquist of her PhD research in Tanzania followed by comments from Professor Mats Widgren and then a plenary session with 

questions and discussion. 

Karolina’s thesis explores the intensification of capitalism in Kigoma Region, Northwest Tanzania, and how people experience this. 

This intensification is connected to land in different ways, and the thesis shows how local conditions of production are influenced 

by wider processes of change such as land privatisation, large-scale investments in land, increased commodification of small-scale 

farming, and extensive nature conservation. These changes have historical roots, culminating in a present characterised by loss of 

land, and in peoples’ loss of the ability to keep on farming. Relying on Marx’s theory of alienation the thesis suggests that one way 

to better understand what capitalist extension means in rural Tanzania is to focus on how people experience it. This experience, 

the thesis shows, is ultimately one of increased estrangement between people. This offers new perspectives on the severity of 

capitalist development and connected forms of exploitation. Importantly, it sheds new light on present-day struggles over land.  
 

The Land Rights Research Initiative is a platform for discussion and collaboration among researchers, students and others 
interested in land rights issues in the context of global change. LARRI is hosted by the Human Geography Unit at the 
University of Gothenburg.  

Contact: Margareta Espling margareta.espling@geography.gu.se; Robin Biddulph robin.biddulph@geography.gu.se  
Website: https://www.gu.se/en/research/larri-land-rights-research-initiative  

 
https://gu-se.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5IodO-vrTkiHtWimjc2SyNw3wbxN4vPiGTe#/registration 
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