Formalization of Community Land Rights — Does it
Really Matter in Practice?

Policy reforms which seek to formalize community land and resource rights are receiving increased attention in the
development discourse on tenure. Partly this is because such formalization is seen as necessary to enable communities to
better defend their interests against outside commercial investors and other external claimants on their land. Additionally it
is expected to give local communities both the legal means and incentive to protect, and thus better conserve, their forests
and other natural resources (often seen as a pre-requisite for effective approaches to climate change mitigation).

It remains open to question however as to whether legal recognition — typically coupled with demarcation and registration
of land rights - is really having the intended effects in practice. This in terms of both strengthening local people’s control
over their land and empowering them in relation to outside commercial interests and state actors. These and other related
questions will be discussed at this LARRI webinar.

Juliana Porsani, Sodertérn University, will make an introductory presentation based on her PhD research on community-
investor relations in Mozambique, followed by comments from Jean LaRose, Amerindian Peoples Association of Guyana and
Robin Biddulph, University of Gothenburg, before the floor is opened for general discussion.

Moderator: Lasse Krantz, LARRI Project Leader.

About LARRI:

LARRI (Land Rights Research Initiative) is a platform for discussion, exchange of ideas and information as well as for promoting
collaboration among researchers and students and others interested in land rights issues in the context of global change. LARRI is
hosted by the Human Geography Unit at the University of Gothenburg.

Contact: Lasse Krantz (lassekrantz15@gmail.com).

Home-page: https//www.qu.se/en/node/44323
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